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The Benefits of a Professional Liquor License
Consultant ... Business BrokerTeam Player
My wife came to me a while back
asking that I replace the sink in our
laundry room. It seems that the
cheap plastic one that came with
the house had cracked. After assess-
ing the situation, I determined that
replacing the sink shouldn't be too
difficult of a job and
promised her I would
take care of it. The
problem is that I have
too many things on my
"to do" list and the sink
just wasn't a priority
for me. Last night,
when my wife asked
me, again, I told her
that, though I would
truly

applicants and slow applicants
down. As everyone doing business
in California knows, the recent
budget crisis has left nearly every
state agency understaffed and over-
burdened. Unfortunately, the De-
part of Alcoholic Beverage Control

is no exception. There-
fore, having a profession-
ally completed applica-

)
tion can significantly re-
duce both the amount of
time it takes to get a fil-
ing appointment and the
eventual issuance of your
client's license.

Just the other day, a
By Michael Brewer business broker called my

your transaction or your client would
like to upgrade an existing license, a
liquor license consultant will be able to
identify the type of license necessary
and refer you to a reputable liquor li-
cense broker who will coordinate the
purchase of a license and initiate an
escrow for you. A good license broker
will welcome the level of professional-
ism brought by business brokers and
cooperate with them on a professional
basis.

Working with the Department of Alco-
holic Beverage control is one burden
both you and your client can avoid by
using a professional liquor license con-
sultant. Leaving your application in
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like to fix the sink for her, it might
be better to just hire a plumber to
get the job done. Why tell you about
the sink? Well in many ways, flXing
the sink is like closing a deal? There
are so many things to get done, that
though you may be qualified to do
all of them, some things are just
easier handled by someone else.
Like a plumber, a professionalliq-
uor license consultant can take the
burden of your client's liquor license
application out of your hands, leav-
ing you more time to handle leases,
financing, and the plethora of other
details needed to successfully place
your client in a location.

So what is a professional liQuor li-
cense consultant? A liQuor license
consultant acts as a liaison between
the applicant. the escrow companv.
and the state Department of Alco-
holic Bevera~e Control. As a profes-
sional in the alcohol licensing in-
dustry, a liquor license consultant
should be able to help you and your
client avoid many of the hurdles
which typically overwhelm

office after having his client's appli-
cation refused for filing at his local
ABC district office. After reviewing
the application, I was able to correct
his client's innocent mistakes and
circumvent the six-week waiting
period for another appointment.
Moreover, by having the application
signed by the applicant in advance,
all parties were able to avoid a trip
into the ABC office.

A professional liquor license con-
sultant should also be assisting you
and your clients in avoiding frus-
trating misunderstandings of ABC
rules and procedures, poor coordina-
tion with escrow companies and
taxing agencies, and overlooking
zoning and land use requirements.
In addition, an experienced liquor
license consultant will have a f:irm
grasp on the ABC's complex regula-
tions and therefore be able to pro-
vide unique solutions to complicated
licensing situations.

In situations where an alcoholic
beverage license is not included in

the capable hands of a professional
will leave you with more time to
work through the fine print of your
transaction, without the worry that
the liquor license will slip through
the cracks. By the way, my wife just
phoned happy to tell me the sink
was replaced this morning.
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